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Dividing his task into seven themes 
spanning the period from the primitive 
church through the dawn of the sev­
enth century, E. provides considerable 
insight into the murky origins of the 
Roman see. He avoids the twin temp­
tations of generalization and mere 
speculation by analyzing sources with 
precision and in such a way as to allow 
the frequently perplexing silence of 
early Christian sources to stand out 
clearly. He explores the early stages of 
the episcopal office, the special emi­
nence of the Roman Church's apostolic 
foundations, and the ties and strains 
between Peter's see and the North Af­
rican churches during the first several 
centuries. His exposition of the pattern 
of Rome's expression of its "solicitude 
for all the churches" is especially keen 
and analytical, as is the subsequent 
discussion of the post-Constantinian 
flourishing of Roman claims and the 
ensuring tensions with the "New 
Rome" in the East. The more familiar 
developments from Leo the Great 
through Gregory the Great also evoke 
clear and fresh interpretation. 

A sensitivity to contemporary ecu­
menical concerns underlies the entire 
work. Nonetheless, E. allows the writ­
ten record to speak for itself at such 
difficult junctures as when temporal 
factors such as political expediency 
may have unduly influenced ecclesio-
logical developments. E. is skillful in 
unraveling intricate webs of fact and 
assumption, always maintaining high 
standards of historical accuracy and 
criticism. This study is a useful contri­
bution to understanding the early 
papacy. 

DONALD J. GRIMES, C.S.C. 
King's College, Wilkes-Barre 

ETHICS IN THE CONFUCIAN TRADI­
TION: T H E THOUGHT OF MENCIUS AND 
WANG YANG-MING. By Philip J. Ivan-
hoe. Atlanta: Scholars, 1990. Pp. xii + 
186. $19.95; $12.95. 

This short work juxtaposes the eth­
ical thought of Mencius (ca. 371-289 

B.C.) and Wang Yang-ming (1472-
1529). Its five chapters treat the nature 
of morality, human nature, the origin 
of evil, self-cultivation, and sagehood. 
According to Ivanoe, Mencius saw him­
self as a follower and defender of Con­
fucius but, in fact, in the face of new 
intellectual competitors, transformed 
the teachings of Confucius. Wang, on 
the other hand, "borrowed freely and 
knowingly from Buddhism," even 
though Buddhist thought affected him 
"in ways he did not see." Wang even 
viewed "Mencius through a Buddhist 
filter" and was "not fully aware of how 
much Chinese thought had changed 
since the time of Mencius." Such state­
ments in the introduction are open to 
question, since, in answering an inquir­
er's letter about his basic teachings, 
Wang noted that they were opposed to 
the Buddhist doctrine of sudden en­
lightenment (W. T. Chan, Instructions 
for Practical Living [New York, 1963] 
91-92). 

Each chapter has its own short con­
clusions, but the book lacks a conclud­
ing chapter that would unify the dis­
parate parts. The first appendix is a 
fine scholarly description of the various 
versions of the Chinese text, but the 
second appendix on the meaning of the 
title Ch'uan-hsi lu as "A Record for 
Practice" could have been condensed 
considerably. The last appendix is in­
tended for those who read classical 
Chinese philosophical texts. On the 
whole, the scarce data on the historical 
evolution of Chinese ethical thought 
from the time of Mencius to Wang 
Yang-ming and the omission of a con­
cluding chapter weaken the book's oth­
erwise useful comparative approach. 

JOHN W. WITEK, S.J. 
Georgetown University 

REFORMIST APOCALYPTICISM AND 
PIERS PLOWMAN. By Kathryn Kerby-
Fulton. New York: Cambridge Univer­
sity, 1990. Pages xii + 256, $49.50. 

In any of its three versions, William 
Langland's Piers Plowman is an impor-
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tant Middle-English text. Still, it has 
always been something of a problem, 
not only for graduate students, but also 
for more mature scholars, some of 
whom even find Langland's allegory 
"nonmedieval" (201). While nothing 
may be more medieval than, say, Lang-
land's use of Christ as a Knight, there 
remains a good deal of obscure mate­
rial. K.'s approach links Langland not 
only with Joachim of Fiore, undoubt­
edly the best-known apocalyptic writer 
in the Middle Ages, but also to other 
apocalyptic thinkers such as Hildegard 
of Bingen, William of St. Amour, 
Bridget of Sweden, Robert of Uzés, and 
even back to The Shepherd of Hermas. 
It is her contention that Langland is 
an apocalyptic reformer in a tradition 
of apocalyptic reform. Instead of quib­
bling over supposed differences be­
tween allegory and apocalypticism, she 
argues that these writers were not just 
fixated on the end of the world; they 
wanted to get the Church fit to prepare 
the world for whatever happens. Thus 
there may be more than one sort of 
Antichrist, and the problems of the 
mendicant orders are as germane as the 
four horsemen of the Apocalypse. 

Much of K.'s work is undoubtedly 
controversial; she mentions herself 
that her ideas were attacked at Oxford. 
Some of the problem is that her evi­
dence must necessarily depend on in­
ference and comparison between Lang-
land's work and the apocalyptic writers 
she cites. Readers of this journal, how­
ever, may not be as concerned about 
how right K. is about Piers Plowman 
as in what she says about apocalyptic 
writers. For them, this will prove an 
important contribution. 

J. F. R. DAY 
Troy State University', Alabama 

BIRGITTA OF SWEDEN: LIFE AND SE­
LECTED REVELATIONS. Edited by Mar­
guerite Tjader Harris. Translated by 
Albert Tyle Kezel. Classics of Western 

Spirituality. New York: Paulist, 1990. 
Pp. χ + 350. $15.95. 

Birgitta of Sweden (ca. 1303-1373) 
was born into a noble family (King 
Magnus was a cousin), married, and 
had eight children, but upon her hus­
band's death she devoted herself to fol­
lowing an intensely spiritual path. Her 
capacity for receiving visions, evident 
early in her life, became the source of 
much of her written work. As visionary 
prophet and spiritual guide, B.'s impact 
on Sweden as well as the rest of Europe 
was substantial; she founded a success­
ful order and was canonized eighteen 
years after her death. 

In keeping with the high standards 
of this series, the volume presents 
translations from critical editions. Es­
says by the editor and translator and 
an introduction by T. Nyberg, a scholar 
of Birgittine history, acquaint the 
reader with B.'s life and thought, her 
influence, and Birgittine scholarship. 

While not receiving the extensive 
attention given to some of her contem­
poraries, B. produced a body of work 
which will continue to attract interest. 
In the selections in this volume, some 
may want to explore her treatment of 
the notion of Christ as mother (138, 
145) or her version of a Christian ecol­
ogy (143-45). Of interest to art histo­
rians, her visions included mythologi­
cal and symbolical glosses on Scripture 
which influenced Christian iconogra­
phy (e.g., the nativity, 202-04). As a 
woman who played an important role 
in political and ecclesiastical spheres, 
B.'s texts will serve as a rich resource 
for future study of women's contribu­
tions to the history of spirituality and 
the Church. 

JONAS BARCIAUSKAS 

Boston College 

T H E BOOK OF PRAYER OF SOR 

MARÍA OF SANTO DOMINGO: A STUDY 
AND TRANSLATION. By Mary E. Giles. 
Albany: State University of New York, 
1990. Pp. ix + 214. $39.50; $12.95. 
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Giles presents a fascinating study of 
the Beata of Piedriahita and a careful 
translation of The Book of Prayer—a 
record of three of her ecstatic utter­
ances and a letter transcribed by one 
of her supporters and auditors. Sor 
Maria, was an uneducated, colorful, 
16th-century, Dominican tertiary, re­
markable in her own day for her ex­
traordinary penance, especially fasting, 
ecstatic visions, stigmata, and her well-
placed male friends. Giles places her in 
the context of Spanish ecclesiastical 
history, the movements for and against 
reform in the Dominican order, and the 
spiritual and theological currents of 
this age. Like many other pious women, 
she was repeatedly investigated by the 
Inquisition and cleared of charges of 
deception and heresy, although the 
anti-female bias of her culture and the 
documents themselves left her reputa­
tion damaged. 

Giles renders a sympathetic and 
lively interpretation of Sor Maria and 
the controversy she evoked without 
ever hypothesizing beyond the avail­
able historical evidence. Sor Maria is 
of interest not so much because she is 
a "great" saint, but because she is a 
woman who managed to leave a textual 
trace in history which provides a new 
window through which to view the life 
and experience of such a person. Giles 
is able to be more generous to Sor 
Maria than other accounts of her life, 
because feminist literary theory and 
recent studies of ecstatic visionaries 
provide new lenses through which to 
see and understand this type of reli­
gious experience, more typical in the 
medieval period than in our own day. 

This study and the translation are 
the first presentation of this material 
in English; they provide a fresh histor­
ical glimpse of Spanish devotional life 
in the half-century immediately pre­
ceding Teresa of Avila and John of the 
Cross. 

JANET K. RUFFING, S.M. 

Fordham University 

MARIE OF THE INCARNATION: SE­

LECTED READINGS. Edited and trans­
lated from the French by Irene Maho-
ney, O.S.U. Sources of American Spir­
ituality. New York: Paulist, 1989. Pp. ν 
+ 285. $24.95. 

Mahoney's introduction sums up the 
writings of her Ursuline ancestor as a 
"perfect model of French seventeenth 
century missionary spirituality: the im­
placable determination for total con­
secration, the conviction that suffering 
is an essential element of a life of holi­
ness, a devotion to the Precious Blood 
of Jesus Christ, and the unwavering 
belief that souls can be saved only 
within the sacramental life of the 
Church" (5). 

M. has chosen selections of Marie's 
writings which allow us to glimpse both 
her mystical and missionary life. The 
Relation of 1654, which appears in its 
entirety, was written for her son, Dom 
Claude Martin, as an account of the 
graces which eventually brought her so 
zealously to the Canadian mission. It 
is a fascinating document which con­
fronts us with her spirituality of abne­
gation and asceticism on the one hand 
and of ineffable divine union on the 
other. For Marie, abnegation and di­
vine union are two sides of the same 
spiritual reality. 

It is not easy for most 20th-century 
Americans to relate to this type of spir­
ituality and missiology. It seems too 
much like the unhealthy currents from 
which we have been trying to free our­
selves since Vatican II. Yet if we can 
achieve vis-à-vis these texts the her-
meneutic freedom we have achieved 
with the Scriptures, we will be able to 
marvel at God's wonderous transfor­
mation of her human soul and spirit. 
Marie of the Incarnation's spiritual Od­
yssey leads to a profound experience of 
union with God which gives her the 
freedom to devote herself to the ar­
duous task of surviving in the wilder­
ness of Canada and bringing the gospel 
to native Canadians. 
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M.'s translation is literate, faithful 
and readable. By including other texts 
(fragments from the Relation of 1633, 
Notes from a Ten-Day Retreat, and Se­
lections from the Letters 1639-1670) M. 
offers us a more complete view of the 
various aspects of Marie's spiritual life 
and mission as well as a vivid first-
person account of the struggles in­
volved in colonization. 

LOWELL M. GLENDON. S.S 
Saint Mary's Spiritual Center 

Baltimore 

JOHN DONNE: SELECTIONS FROM 
DIVINE POEMS, SERMONS, DEVO­
TIONS, AND PRAYERS. Edited and in­
troduced by John Booty. Preface by P. 
G. Stan wood. Classics of Western Spir­
ituality. New York: Paulist, 1990. Pp. 
viii + 309. $22.95. 

The two great passions in the life of 
John Donne (1572-1631) were love and 
religion. Few persons writing in Eng­
lish have approached the boldness with 
which Donne, emulating the Bible, ex­
plored connections between these two 
great themes. Something of Donne's 
imaginative daring can be glimpsed in 
this collection, which has been de­
signed to present a famous Jacobean 
preacher as an "Anglo-Catholic" with 
"a high view of the church" (30). The 
volume makes available ample excerpts 
from eight sermons, briefer prose selec­
tions (including formal prayers) from 
the Essays in Divinity and from Devo­
tions upon Emergent Occasions, and 
more than twenty poems. 

Donne's "incarnational" spirituality 
is beautifully described by Stanwood. 
The intelligence, sensitivity, and learn­
ing found in his Preface set a standard 
which editor John Booty, who has 
added a lengthy introduction and bib­
liography, sometimes fails to match. By 
omitting important parts of the written 
record, the editorial focus obscures the 
wealth and complexity of Donne's con­
tributions to a fully incarnational spir­
ituality. B. has made some editorial 

decisions on dubious or arbitrary 
grounds, justifying his choices by pro­
posing that devotional reading may be 
insulated from critical considerations. 
This is a misguided dichotomy, redo­
lent of the suppression by Donne's first 
biographer, Izaak Walton, of materials 
considered unworthy of a saint. B. al­
lows no room for any of Donne's love 
poems, many of which incorporate the 
language of Christian theology in as­
tonishing ways; and he has almost 
nothing to say about the sexual energy 
teeming in various Holy Sonnets. It is 
a pity, moreover, that readers of this 
volume, though they will find here a 
good deal of nourishment, will miss the 
chance to encounter one of the great 
religious poems in our language, the 
third Satire, which challenges any fac­
ile appropriation of Donne for merely 
denominational piety. 

DAYTON HASKIN 
Boston College 

KIERKEGAARD, GODLY DECEIVER: 
THE NATURE AND MEANING OF HIS 
PSEUDONYMOUS WRITINGS. By M. 
Holmes Hartshorne. New York: Co­
lumbia University, 1990. Pp. xvi + 112. 
$35. 

According to the "Reminiscence" of 
John S. Morris that prefaces this vol­
ume, Hartshorne was an outstandingly 
successful teacher at Colgate Univer­
sity for 36 years, many of them devoted 
to Kierkegaard. Hence we have some 
explanation for this masterful exposi­
tion of K.'s pseudonymous writings, 
one in which clarity is not at the ex­
pense of oversimplification and whose 
brevity seizes what is crucial. 

Hartshorne reads the pseudonymous 
writings taking K. at his word in the 
appendix to the Postscript: not one 
word of them is K.'s own. The point of 
view is thus resolutely that of The 
Point of View of My Work as an Author, 
and K. is from first to last taken as a 
Christian author whose irony serves 
notice to "Christians" that they are not 
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Christian. Throughout, Hartshorne 
tellingly juxtaposes the views of "Cli-
macus" or "Judge William" with those 
of K., located especially in The Sickness 
unto Death and Works of Love. Thus 
the true antithesis to despair is not 
ethical choice but faith, and the Judge 
is not K. Again, neither is faith the 
"subjective truth" of Climacus' Post­
script. 

A most important chapter, therefore, 
is Hartshorne's last, where he explicitly 
takes up Point of View. On his exposi­
tion, whether one believes K.'s decla­
ration that the character of his author­
ship is from first to last Christian de­
pends on whether, like K., one believes 
in Providence. If there is no such thing, 
K. deceives himself at the end of his 
life in attributing a Christian character 
to his early works that he did not fully 
recognize when he wrote them. And one 
consistently thinks the Christian char­
acter of the authorship the most com­
pelling interpretative hypothesis only 
if one believes, like K., in a Providence 
which has made of K.'s own life a sign 
of faith as provocative as anything he 
wrote. 

GUY MANSINI 

Saint Meinrad Seminary, Ind. 

T H E ACHIEVEMENT OF JOHN HENRY 

NEWMAN. By Ian Ker. Notre Dame: 
University of Notre Dame, 1990. Pp. χ 
+ 209. $24.95. 

Ker's purpose is to highlight "those 
aspects of Newman's achievement 
which . . . constitute his essential ge­
nius" (ix). In five admirably brief chap­
ters, he portrays Newman as educator, 
philosopher, preacher, theologian, and 
writer. 

Ker's order of presentation is ana­
lytic rather than chronological: "New­
man may have thought that teaching 
was his real vocation and that his prin­
cipal intellectual mission was the phil­
osophical defense of religious belief, 
but the fact is that during at least the 
Anglican half of his life, he probably 

spent more time composing sermons 
that writing anything else" (74). N. was 
reluctant to claim the title of theolo­
gian because his training and methods 
differed so much from that of the neo-
scholastics (96). The final chapter 
deals with what least concerned N., i.e., 
his talent as a writer. 

Each of these five portraits of the 
mind of N. is magisterial, persuasive, 
and refreshing. Ker lets N. speak for 
himself as much as possible, quoting 
the original sources at length, but pro­
viding enough background and inter­
pretation to place N. in his original 
context while making clear his rele­
vance for contemporary thought. He 
whets one's appetite to return to the 
works one has already read as well as 
to explore the unknown works. 

While it is legitimate to proceed 
from what was closest to N.'s own self-
understanding to what was of lesser 
concern, this makes it harder to grasp 
the development of N.'s thought as a 
whole. In the bibliography of this work, 
Ker characterizes his recent biography 
of N. as "an intellectual and literary 
life" (202). It may be that he chose a 
nonchronological approach in this 
book so as not to produce a miniature 
intellectual biography, but it leaves the 
reader with the challenging, but re­
warding task of integrating the five 
portraits in one view of Newman. 

MARTIN X. MOLESKI, S.J. 

Canisius College, Ν. Y. 

A REVIEW OF ANGLICAN ORDERS: 

T H E PROBLEM AND THE SOLUTION. By 

George H. Tavard. Collegeville, Minn.: 
Liturgical, 1990. Pp. 167. $12.95. 

In 1971 Tavard proposed excom­
munication for anyone who wrote more 
than ten pages on Anglican orders 
without saying something really new. 
This modest volume achieves what T. 
then suggested was impossible. Start­
ing with the assertion that the problem 
of Anglican orders is "a creation of the 
last two centuries," T. shows that the 
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Holy See did not find Anglican orders 
invalid in the 16th and 17th centuries, 
as claimed in Leo XIIFs 1896 Bull 
Apostolicae curae. Priests ordained 
with the Anglican Ordinal were recon­
ciled to the Church without reordina-
tion, provided that the bishop who or­
dained them had himself been properly 
ordained. The modern question of valid 
matter and form was not posed. Ref­
erences to the Anglican "heresy" in the 
16th-century documents refer not to 
false teaching about the Mass or 
priesthood, but to the heresy of "bi­
gamy": married to the church by ordi­
nation, a priest could not marry a 
woman. 

None of this was known in 1896. 
Basing himself, as every Pope must, on 
the theology and history of his day, 
"Leo took as necessary to the transmis­
sion of orders a normative maximum 
regarding form and intention that was 
missing in most of the liturgical tradi­
tion of the Catholic Church.... He re­
quired a detailed knowledge of, and as­
sent to, doctrinal formulations of eu­
charistie doctrine that had never been 
clarified before Trent, and a conception 
of prayer for the dead that was foreign 
to the Patristic theology of the eucha-
rist." 

In a graceful footnote T. confesses 
that his 1971 criticism of the reviewer's 
Stewards of the Lord (1970) "was ex­
cessive," and that archival disclosures 
since then have "vindicated the main 
lines of Hughes's analysis." T.'s eirenic 
"Conclusion" suggests several ways of 
healing "the wounds caused in the body 
of Christ. . . by Thomas Cranmer's Or­
dinal and by Leo XIIFs apostolic 
letter." 

JOHN JAY HUGHES 
Glencoe, Mo. 

MICHAEL RAMSEY: A LIFE. By Owen 
Chadwick. New York: Oxford/Claren­
don, 1990. Pp. xi + 422. $29.95. 

Ramsey, archbishop of Canterbury 
from 1961 to 1974, is a central figure in 

Christian thought and life in the 20th 
century. In 1980 he chose Chadwick, 
Regius emeritus professor of Modern 
History at Cambridge, to be his biog­
rapher. C. has written a masterful and 
comprehensive work, which traces 
Ramsey's academic career as professor 
of theology at Lincoln, Durham and 
Cambridge and his achievements as 
bishop of Durham (1952-1956), arch­
bishop of York (1956-1961), and finally 
as archbishop of Canterbury. 

C. details the remarkably productive 
fourteen years which Ramsey enjoyed 
after his retirement as archbishop and 
before his death in 1988. He also de­
scribes the human context of Ramsey's 
life, which helps us appreciate the crit­
ical theologian and the compassionate 
bishop: his Congregationalist back­
ground; his relationship with his bril­
liant, agnostic brother Frank; his con­
version to Anglicanism; his years as an 
undergraduate at Cambridge, where his 
father was professor of mathematics, 
and where he was president of the 
Cambridge Union and passionately 
committed to the politics of the Liberal 
Party; his nervous breakdown at his 
mother's tragic death during his first 
years as a seminarian at Cuddesdon; 
the development of his profound Chris­
tian spirituality; and his love for his 
wife, Joan. 

Ramsey worked ceaselessly for union 
among Christians and for peace and 
social justice not only in England but 
throughout the British Commonwealth 
and the world. C. does not assess or 
judge Ramsey's achievements. In lu­
minous prose he tells the story of the 
man and his struggles. When one fin­
ishes this gripping book, Ramsey's 
faith and spiritual depth linger long in 
the mind. C.'s work is biography at its 
very best. 

HERBERT J. RYAN, S.J. 
Loyola Marymount University, L.A. 

FAITH IN A WINTRY SEASON: CON­
VERSATIONS AND INTERVIEWS WITH 
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KARL RAHNER IN THE LAST YEARS OF 
HIS LIFE. Edited by Paul Imhof and 
Hubert Biallowons. New York: Cross­
road, 1990. Pp. 207. $22.95. 

Most of these 27 interviews come 
from the last two years of Rahner's life, 
and more than a third were given 
within a few months of his death. They 
provide glimpses into his last recorded 
thoughts on a great variety of topics, 
including God, faith, and the Church. 
The "wintry season" of the title echoes 
a sentiment expressed several times, 
contrasting R.'s sense of the present 
with the climate that prevailed in the 
Church at the time of Vatican II. It is 
not an altogether pessimistic assess­
ment, however, for the life of the 
Church must be expected to experience 
the rhythms that characterize all living 
things. 

Indeed, R.'s sense of the Church as 
a living, developing reality, calling for 
patience as well as prodding, is one of 
the points that comes through most 
clearly. E.g., while appreciating the sig­
nificant movement towards a world 
Church initiated by Vatican II, and 
regretting the present movement to­
wards centralization in Rome, R. disa­
grees with Rung's call for Vatican III 
because the time is simply not ripe. His 
understanding of the role of the theo­
logian in the service of the Church's 
life of faith and its mission to proclaim 
the gospel in changing circumstances 
is well expressed in a long interview 
entitled "Grace as the Heart of Human 
Existence." 

Interesting insights are to be gleaned 
on a variety of theological questions 
such as liberation theology, the con­
temporary peace movement, Marian 
devotion today, and the issue of evil 
spirits, possession, and exorcism (oc­
casioned by the film The Exorcist). 
Three interviews took place with 
groups of young people, and one notes 
the very fatherly and solicitous tone in 
which he converses with them. Two 
contemporary dialogues receive ex­

tended attention. First, that with athe­
ism and Marxism; R. outlines his "re­
alistic humanism" as a basis for discus­
sion in spite of the differing 
philosophies and worldviews. Second, 
the ecumenical discussion among 
Christians; R. thinks it is somewhat 
dead in the water and calls for fresh 
initiatives. 

The seven collaborators in the trans­
lation have produced a very clear and 
readable text. 

WILLIAM V. DYCH, S.J. 
Fordham University 

THE MYSTERIES OF MARCH: HANS 
URS VON BALTHASAR ON THE INCAR­
NATION AND EASTER. By John Saward. 
Washington, D.C.: Catholic University 
of American, 1990. Pp. xxi + 186. 
$22.95; $12.95. 

In this work, intended to introduce 
von Balthasars thought to readers who 
are approaching him for the first time, 
Saward seeks to show how all aspects 
of B.'s thought are interrelated, gov­
erned by a vision in which all partial 
aspects cohere to form a lucid and con­
vincing image of revelation. To capture 
so broad a vision and yet also to specify 
its central motivating force, S. has con­
centrated his study on those mysteries 
of our redemption—the Annunciation 
and Incarnation, the passion, death 
and resurrection of Jesus—whose li­
turgical celebrations so often fall in 
March. 

While the proximity of the Annun­
ciation and the Easter Triduum in the 
liturgical calendar is only accidental, 
this accident gives S. the occasion to 
show how the mysteries celebrated in 
that season are in fact deeply inter­
woven with each other in the vision of 
B.'s theology. S. succeeds admirably in 
gathering all of the elements of the 
Balthasarian vision together so that 
the reader can see how certain key mo­
ments motivate his whole corpus of 
writings. Particularly helpful in this 
regard is the way S. shows how Mary's 
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fiat to God at the Annunciation is so 
intimately connected to Christ's re­
demptive death on the Cross. This 
death was itself the occasion of another 
fiat, one in which Mary had to yield up 
her Son for the sake of a new son, the 
Beloved Disciple—symbolizing for B. 
Mary's motherhood of the faithful. 

While this is but one example of the 
kind of interconnectedness B. can draw 
out of the mysteries of redemption, it 
is clear how much this demands of his 
commentator: both a command of the 
whole range of B.'s learning together 
with a unifying vision of how B. sees 
these mysteries as all aspects of the 
same redemptive logic. Perhaps the 
most impressive part of S.'s achieve­
ment is the suppleness with which he 
can move amidst the wide range of B.'s 
work and yet keep the detail subordi­
nate to the overarching purpose. 

EDWARD T. OAKES, S.J. 
New York University 

MANIFESTATIONS OF GRACE. By 
Elizabeth Dreyer. Wilmington, Del.: 
Glazier, 1990. Pp. viii + 246. $15.95. 

In her introduction Dreyer quotes 
John Macquarrie: "There will never be 
too many books on grace." The quota­
tion is apt. D.'s work makes a signifi­
cant contribution to "popular" theology 
and spirituality; on the other hand, it 
makes one wish for many more books 
on grace to deal with what is left un­
treated here. 

D. takes a predominantly historical 
approach. A brief Part 1 invites the 
reader's personal involvement, gives a 
preliminary description of "grace," in­
dicates some past faulty understand­
ings, and provides an apologia for at­
tention to history. Part 2, which con­
stitutes over half of the book, examines 
a number of "highlights" of the tradi­
tion: the Hebrew scriptures, Paul, Au­
gustine, Aquinas, Julian of Norwich, 
Luther, and (in a single chapter) the 
council of Trent, Molinism, and Jan­
senism. Part 3 addresses in a non-sys­

tematic way some contemporary issues 
concerning grace and sin. 

While the historical and theological 
content of the book is mostly deriva­
tive, D. shows imagination and peda­
gogical skill in bringing it to the level 
of, and making it spiritually relevant 
for, a nonacademic audience. Theolo­
gians will have some reservations; but 
for the most part D. manages to avoid 
the oversimplification and inaccuracy 
which plague so many popularizations. 
D. is conscious of the significant la­
cunae in her treatment (in particular 
with respect to the NT and to contem­
porary theologies of grace) and invites 
the reader to further and deeper study. 
More careful editing would have elim­
inated a number of solecisms of gram­
mar and syntax, as well as a few care­
less factual errors. However, these de­
tract little from the merit of the book 
as a basic introduction to the theology 
of grace in its relation to contemporary 
Christian living. 

RICHARD VILADESAU 
Fordham University 

TRAGIC VISION AND DIVINE COM­
PASSION. By Wendy Farley. Louisville: 
Westminster/Knox, 1990. Pp. 156. 
$13.95. 

In this deeply personal reflection on 
theodicy, Farley proposes a solution to 
the contemporary Christian's confron­
tation with the "twin faces of evil—sin 
and suffering." American culture, she 
argues, provides all too many opportu­
nities to escape the reality of the tragic 
and to overlook the radical suffering of 
others. She focuses on suffering and 
the tragic as opposed to sin and the 
fall, which are the concern of tradi­
tional theodicies. Part 1 considers trag­
edy and the problem of evil. F. tries to 
reconcile the goodness of creation with 
the experience of radical suffering and 
concludes that radical suffering cannot 
be justified nor can it "be redeemed by 
hope." 

Part 2, "Toward a Theology of Re-
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sistance and Redemption," explores 
compassion and divine love in relation 
to evil. F. reinterprets the metaphor of 
power, allowing love rather than dom­
ination to be its distinguishing mark. 
F. argues that theology is not reducible 
merely to a cultural construct. Rather, 
following Schleiermacher, she believes 
that the experience of redemption de­
termines theological claims. She looks 
for models of resistance to evil within 
history as a way of understanding the 
horror of radical suffering. Compassion 
becomes the key to understanding the 
uniqueness of the power of redemption. 
In the end, F. sees the Church and the 
Scriptures as mediators of the nonfin-
ality of evil. Human beings can find 
some solace in the collective memory 
of history, Scripture, and the Church; 
therefore they can resist despair and 
evil. 

The book is written in an earnest 
and readable style. It will prove useful 
for seminary students, pastors, and 
theologians. 

IRENA MAKARUSHKA 
Bowdoin College, Maine 

BOUNDARIES DIMLY PERCEIVED: 
LAW, RELIGION, EDUCATION, AND THE 
COMMON GOOD. By Christopher F. 
Mooney, S.J., Notre Dame: University 
of Notre Dame, 1990. Pp. xiii + 189. 
$26.95. 

Mooney is concerned with the com­
mon meanings and value commitments 
by which American society thrives, 
without which it dissolves into squab­
bling, defensive fragments. He traces 
structural and culture changes within 
and between American society, govern­
ment, the churches, the educational es­
tablishment, ending with suggestions 
on how their mutual interaction might 
be directed toward the common good. 

American society has moved through 
three successive disestablishments: 
first of national and state churches, 
then of an evangelical Protestant reli­
gious consensus, finally of common 

personal and public moralities. The re­
sult is religious and moral pluralism, 
conditioned by a growing public com­
mitment to equality. Religion, law, and 
education rightfully reflect this diver­
sity amid a unifying, though vague, 
commitment to universal social inclu­
sion and active participation. M. traces 
religion's partial withdrawal into pri­
vate realms, then its reclaimed interest 
in public meaning in response to moral 
pluralism. Similarly, he masterfully 
follows the juridical order's withdrawal 
into legal positivism, then its recogni­
tion that law does operate within a 
social field of value commitments and 
that law itself is never value neutral. 
M.'s treatment of the Supreme Court's 
movement beyond the Lemon tests to 
a notion of "accommodation" is equally 
masterful. 

M. recognizes that the meanings and 
commitments that now must be devel­
oped will remain partial and open-
ended. But he is not willing to view 
such a condition as an unmitigated dis­
aster. It is at the least a cognitional 
necessity, given our commitments to 
equality in pluralism and the nature of 
human knowing as recently formulated 
even by the natural sciences. M. views 
and even celebrates pluralism and the 
developing conditional notions of the 
common good as opportunities that 
better aid the moral development of a 
citizenry and enrich our understanding 
of who we are, and even of who God 
wants us to be. 

J. LEON HOOPER, S.J. 
Woodstock Theological Center, D.C. 

M A Ñ A N A : C H R I S T I A N T H E O L O G Y 
FROM A HISPANIC PERSPECTIVE. By 
Justo L. González. Nashville: Abing­
don, 1990. Pp. 184. $13.95. 

González has produced the most co­
gent statement yet on the what, why, 
and wherefore of a U.S. Hispanic the­
ology. A Hispanic Methodist born in 
Cuba, G. has lived in the U.S. for dec­
ades. Steeped in church history, he ac-
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quired a love of the Christian tradition 
and with it a healthy respect for its 
specifically Roman Catholic dimen­
sion, which he reveals at every turn. 
Moreover, years of service promoting 
Hispanic theologians and ministry 
have given him a vision of Hispanic 
Christians that is broad and deep. 

After a foreword by U.S. Hispanic 
Catholic theologian Virgilio P. Eli-
zondo, G.'s first four chapters contex-
tualize the topic from the perspective 
of a Protestant Hispanic conversant 
with the Catholic Hispanic situation. 
G. stresses the relationship between 
previously marginalized voices such as 
those of the Third World and women 
in today's post-Constantinian era: the­
ology issues now from the "underside" 
of history, from the powerless. He 
speaks of U.S. Hispanic theology as an 
exciting communal enterprise, as the 
task of the Church, not of isolated ac­
ademics. 

Chapters 5-11 provide examples of 
how to do theology from a Hispanic 
perspective. G.'s familiarity with the 
history of doctrine, especially the pa­
tristic age and the Reformation, allows 
him to engage the theological tradition 
with sensitivity and authority. He 
moves from biblical hermeneutics to 
God, the Trinity, Christian anthropol­
ogy, soteriology, and pneumatology. He 
always approaches the material in re­
lation to contemporary U.S. Hispanic 
realities of a socioeconomic, political, 
or cultural nature. The result is quite 
fascinating and at times provocative. 
G.'s title plays on the word mañana, 
which can connote a negative stereo­
type of Hispanic culture; G. relates it 
to the eschatological orientation of the 
struggle of U.S. Hispanics for justice 
and God's Reign. His rehabilitation of 
this ambiguous word suggests the re­
versal of fate (the mighty are put down 
from their thrones) so typical of the 
prophetic. 

G. writes excellent prose, and pro­
vides abundant references for further 

reading. His endnotes, at times rather 
chatty, lend an informality to the book 
that may disturb some and delight oth­
ers. As the first truly ecumenical ex­
ample of a U.S. Hispanic theology G.'s 
book is unique and deserves careful 
scrutiny. 

ALLAN FIGUEROA DECK. S.J. 
Jesuit School of Theology, Berkeley 

GLI STATUTI DELLE CONFERENZE 
EPISCOPALI 2: AMERICA. Edited by 
Ivan C. Iban. Padua: CEDAM, 1989. 
Pp. xi + 311. L. 30,000. 

The University of Padua has under­
taken the publication of the statutes of 
the episcopal conferences from the 
world over. This is no mean task, since 
the Annuario Pontificio for 1990 lists 
102 conferences of the Latin rite, 13 of 
the Eastern rite (synods included), and 
12 International Unions of local con­
ferences. The first volume, containing 
the statutes of the European episcopal 
conferences appeared in 1987 (TS 50 
[1989] 209-10); now we have the sec­
ond volume, containing the statutes of 
the conferences of the Americas; a third 
volume will complete the series by cov­
ering the conferences in regions subject 
to the Congregation for the Evangeli­
zation of Peoples. 

Editor Iban, ordinary professor of 
ecclesiastical law at the University of 
Madrid, offers in Spanish a compara­
tive analysis of the statutes, examining 
first their internal structures (commit­
tees, procedural rules, competencies to 
produce "normative statements"), and 
then their external relationships (with 
the Holy See, other conferences, with 
member bishops, and with the state). 

There are presently 23 national epis­
copal conferences in the Americas (that 
of the Antilles includes the bishops of 
several nations). In addition there are 
two International Unions: (1) the Con­
sejo Episcopal Latinoamericano, better 
known as CELAM; and (2) the Secre­
tariado Episcopal de America Central 
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y Panama, abbreviated as SED AC. The 
texts of the statutes are given in their 
original languages: English, French, 
Portuguese and Spanish. Regrettably, 
this second volume is lacking the brief 
historical introductions with biblio­
graphical notes to each of the statutes 
that were a feature of the first volume. 

At this point it is not clear if the 
statutes of the conferences (synods) of 
the Eastern rite will be part of the 
collections. It would be most desirable 
to have them, not only for the sake of 
the completeness of the series, but also 
for the power of inspiration they may 
contain. If they have preserved the an­
cient Eastern tradition of synodal gov­
ernment, they could serve as a good 
example of doctrinally correct 
and practically sound practice of 
collegiality. 

LADISLAS ORSY, S.J. 
Catholic University of America 

WITNESS AND SERVICE: QUESTIONS 
ABOUT RELIGIOUS LIFE TODAY. By 
David F. O'Connor, S.T. New York: 
Paulist, 1990. Pp. vi + 195. $10.95. 

Basically a compilation of previously 
published articles, principally in Re­
view for Religious, which have been re­
worked. There are eleven chapters or 
essays with very useful end-notes and 
an index. Each chapter addresses a spe­
cific question or problem which reli­
gious communities and individuals 
have been experiencing during the 25 
years since Vatican II: public, corporate 
witness within the Church; secular in­
stitutes compared with religious insti­
tutes; problems with authority; rights 
of individual religious; admission of 
new members; disruptive or problem 
religious; readmission of former mem­
bers; religious in politics; lay associates; 
lay brothers in clerical institutes; and 
the future of religious institutes in 
North America and Europe. 

O'Connor is a member of the Mis­
sionary Servants of the Most Holy 

Trinity (Trinitarians) and a long-time 
professor of canon law in the Washing­
ton Theological Union. This book, 
however, is intended for an audience 
much broader than canon lawyers. He 
draws on theological and historical re­
sources and the observations of sociol­
ogists and psychologists. His style of 
writing is clear and concrete and he is 
willing to state his informed opinions 
and conclusions, however unpalatable 
they may sometimes be, in a forthright 
manner. 

It should not be surprising that I 
disagree with O. on some issues or that 
I would approach them in a somewhat 
different way; canon lawyers debate 
each other on many subjects. With 
regard to this book any disagreement 
between us concerns matters of small 
import. 

RICHARD A. HILL. S.J. 
Jesuit School of Theology, Berkeley 

VAN GOGH AND GOD: A CREATIVE 
SPIRITUAL QUEST. By Cliff Edwards. 
Chicago: Loyola University, 1989. Pp. 
xxviii + 220. $12.95. 

Edwards's study consists of six chap­
ters on topics which range from Van 
Gogh's ideas on life as pilgrimage, to 
his use of symbolism, and his purported 
knowledge of Buddhism. The volume 
also includes chronological tables, in­
dices, and sixteen black-and-white il­
lustrations of Van Gogh's works. Al­
though Van Gogh is known primarily 
as a visual artist who wrote letters, and 
not as a writer who painted, E.'s 
method of approach to Van Gogh's 
spiritual life begins with the written 
word, his letters, and does not give the 
visual work its place as primary source. 
An example of this is found in the fact 
that the book's illustrations are never 
mentioned in the text or cited in the 
notes, even though many of the works 
represented here are discussed. 

The book is not difficult reading, 
although it has an overabundance of 
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rhetorical questions and of quotations 
from Van Gogh's letters. E.'s theologi­
cal interpretations of Still Life with 
Bible (45-49) and Wheat Field with 
Crows (143-50) are useful, and his 
opinions about Van Gogh's identifica­
tion with the Suffering Servant and 
about Vincent's suicide as a sacrifice 
(115-16) are welcome additions to the 
religious studies on Van Gogh. One 
wishes, however, for more discussion of 
Van Gogh's biblical images, such as the 
sower, the harvest, and the sun, and at 
least an acknowledgement, if not an 
analysis, of his paintings derived from 
biblical works by Rembrandt and De­
lacroix. E. also overlooks the bench­
mark for identification of Van Gogh's 
works, the methodical catalog by J. B. 
de la Faille, The Works of Vincent Van 
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Presenting This Issue 

TS opens its 52nd year with three articles: on the psychoanalytic 
aspects of Ignatius' conversion; on the poor in ancient Israel; on the 
contemporary theologian's ecclesial vocation; then the annual review of 
moral theology, followed by a note on the future of patristic studies. 

Psychoanalytic Hagiography: The Case of Ignatius of Loyola 
uses psychoanalytic thinking to illuminate the conscious and unconscious 
drives, conflicts, and motivations that intersect with spiritual dynamics 
and grace in the lives of the saints. WILLIAM W. MEISSNER, S.J., M.D. 
from Harvard Medical School, is University Professor of Psychoanalysis 
at Boston College. His recent publications include Treatment of Patients 
in the Borderline Spectrum (Aronson, 1988) and Life and Faith: Psycho­
logical Perspectives on Religious Experience (Georgetown University, 
1987). 

Poverty in the Laws of the Ancient Near East and of the Bible 
finds that the law codes of ancient Mesopotamia, ancient Israel, and 
modern societies have something in common: they all do a better job of 
talking about, than actually caring for, the poor. NORBERT LOHFINK, 

S.J., with a doctorate from Rome's Biblical Institute, is professor of Old 
Testament exegesis at Sankt Georgen, Frankfurt. Recent publications 
are: Studien zum Deuteronomium und zur deuteronomischen Literatur 
(1990), and The Covenant Never Revoked: Biblical Reflections on Chris­
tian-Jewish Dialogue (Paulist, 1991). He is currently preparing a com­
mentary on Deuteronomy for the Hermeneia series. 

The Theologian's Ecclesial Vocation and the 1990 CDF In-
struction points out how a contextualized reading of the "Instruction 
on the Ecclesial Vocation of the Theologian" can allay some of the 
anxieties raised by this document. FRANCIS A. SULLIVAN, S.J., S.T.D. 
from the Gregorian University, Rome, where he serves as professor of 
theology and ecclesiology, is well known for his Magisterium: Teaching 
Authority in the Catholic Church (Paulist, 1983) and The Church We 
Believe In: One Holy, Catholic and Apostolic (Paulist, 1988). He is cur­
rently working on a historical and critical study of Christian thinking 
about the salvation of those outside the Church. 

Notes on Moral Theology: 1990 has three categories and three 
authors: 

1. Passions and Principles points out how moral theology needs to 
attend to the fact that emotions have rational content that informs their 
assessments and strategies, and that they need to be judged both accord­
ing to the criteria of "appropriateness" and according to how they can be 
educated. WILLIAM C. SPOHN, S.J., Ph.D. from the University of Chi­
cago, teaches theological ethics at the Jesuit School of Theology at 
Berkley. He is currently preparing a book on "An American Ethics." 

ι 
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2. Religion and Political Life examines three modes of relationship 
between religion and politics: a liberal model with secularist implications, 
a liberal theory open to the relevance of religion, a postliberal theory 
that encourages a public role for faith communities, and then goes on to 
suggest ways to move the debate to a higher level. DAVID HOLLENBACH, 
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